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Comoenl Crypto & Al reports, simplified....

Visa and Mastercard's New Era: Al Agents Get Credit Cards and
Stablecoins Go Mainstream

Summary

A massive shift in how we spend money just hit the headlines this April 2026. The world's
two biggest payment giants, Visa and Mastercard, are no longer just for humans. In a
pair of "under-reported" but industry-shaking moves, Mastercard has officially acquired
stablecoin powerhouse BVNK for $1.8 billion, while Visa has launched a new "B2Al"
(Business-to-Al) protocol. What does this mean? It means the era of "Machine
Commerce" is here. Mastercard is building the pipes for 24/7 stablecoin payments, and
Visa is making sure your Al assistant has its own "digital wallet" to negotiate prices and

buy things for you while you sleep.

What It Means

We are moving away from the era where you
use a card to buy a coffee, and into an era
where your Al agent buys it for you. This
"Double-Whammy" from Visa and Mastercard
is the first step in a world where humans are no
longer the only ones spending money.

1. Mastercard’s $1.8 Billion Stablecoin
Bridge
Mastercard’s purchase of BVNK is the largest
'on-chain" deal of 2026. BVNK is the
infrastructure that allows businesses to move
billions of dollars using stablecoins (like USDC)
across 130 countries. By buying them,
Mastercard is essentially admitting that the old
way of sending money—which takes days and
costs a fortune—is dead. They are integrating
'on-chain rails" directly into their network. This
means that soon, a business in India can pay a
supplier in Brazil in seconds using a "Mastercard
Stablecoin" account, bypassing traditional bank
delays entirely.
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2. Visa's Al "Negotiator" Protocol

While Mastercard is fixing the money, Visa is
fixing the shopper. Visa's new B2Al (Business-
to-Al) research reveals that 53% of businesses
are now ready to let Al agents negotiate prices
with other Al agents. To make this work, Visa is
building the "trust layer." They are creating a
system where an Al agent—your "digital
twin"—can have its own spending limits and
authorization.

Imagine you want a flight to London. Instead of
you searching, your Al agent talks to the
airline's Al. They haggle over the price, the Al
agent applies a secret discount it found, and
then it uses a Visa Al-enabled credential to
finalize the purchase. You don't click a single
button; you just get a notification that your trip
is booked at the best possible price.

The 82:1 Crisis Connection:

This perfectly matches the "82:1 Identity Crisis"
we reported earlier. With 82 Al agents for every
1 human, the payment networks must adapt.
Visa and Mastercard are racing to be the "ID
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cards" for these millions of new machine to people; you are marketing to the algorithms
customers. If you are a business owner or a that Visa and Mastercard are now officially

professional, you are no longer just marketing

"legalizing."

Key Takeaways

e $1.8Billion Deal: Mastercard is acquiring
BVNK to make stablecoins a standard
part of global banking.

e Alasthe Customer: Visa's B2Al protocol
allows Al agents to negotiate and
execute purchases autonomously.

e 24/7 Settlement: Mastercard will now
support "instant" stablecoin
settlements, ending the "3-5 business
day" wait for cross-border money.

e The 'Negotiation" Era: 53% of
businesses are already preparing for Al-
to-Al dealmaking.

e Stablecoins Go Corporate: BVNK
already processes $30 billion annually;

under Mastercard, this will likely hit
trillions.

The Trust Gap: 60% of humans still
won't let Al spend money without a
"limit"—Visa is building those digital
limits into your card.

Bypassing Banks: These moves allow
"'on-chain" money to move without
ever touching a traditional, slow bank
account.

Gen Z Lead: 48% of younger users
already trust "Payment-Network Al" to
shop for them.

Machine-to-Machine Salaries: This tech
allows one Al agent to "hire" another
and pay it instantly in stablecoins.

Our Take (Outlook) * Speculative

The "plastic card" in your wallet is becoming a "digital brain." In 2026, the winner of the payment war
won't be the one with the most humans; it will be the one that the Al agents trust most. Mastercard is
owning the currency (stablecoins), and Visa is owning the permission (Al-to-Al commerce). For the
average worker, this means the "back-office" jobs of processing payments and negotiating vendor
contracts are being automated by the very companies that used to just provide the cards.
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