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Bank of America Opens the Door to Bitcoin: Wall 

Street Makes Crypto Official (2026) 

 
Summary 

 

Bank of America has officially allowed its wealth advisors to recommend 

Bitcoin allocations of 1–4% to suitable clients through regulated spot Bitcoin 

ETFs, starting January 5, 2026. 

 

This follows a policy update in December 2025, enabling over 15,000 

advisors across Merrill, Private Bank, and Merrill Edge to guide clients using 

ETFs like BlackRock’s IBIT, Fidelity’s FBTC, Bitwise’s BITB, and Grayscale’s Mini 

Trust. 

 

This is backed by internal CIO guidance and training, framing Bitcoin as a 

portfolio diversifier similar to digital gold — a major step toward mainstream 

crypto adoption. 

 
What It Means 

 

Previously, advisors could only discuss crypto if clients asked. Now, they can proactively 

recommend Bitcoin ETFs for risk-tolerant investors. 

 

Clients don’t need to manage wallets or exchanges. Bitcoin exposure sits safely in a 

regulated, familiar ETF, making it as straightforward as adding a stock or bond to a 

portfolio. 

 

In simple terms: 

 

👉 Bitcoin is moving from “experimental asset” to trusted portfolio component. 

http://www.cryptxai.com/
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Key Takeaways 

 

 Bank of America advisors can 

now proactively recommend 

Bitcoin. 

 Allocation guidance: 1–4% for 

suitable clients. 

 Access is spot ETF-only, using 

regulated funds (IBIT, FBTC, BITB, 

Mini Trust). 

 Backed by December 2025 policy 

updates and CIO guidance. 

 Aligns with Morgan Stanley and 

JPMorgan moves. 

 Makes Bitcoin accessible to 

everyday investors safely. 

 Reinforces that crypto is 

becoming financial infrastructure, 

not speculation.

 

 
Our Take (Outlook 2026) * Speculative 

 

This is a historic Wall Street shift. 

 

Formal integration of Bitcoin into wealth advice means: 

 More banks likely to follow 

 Steady institutional demand via ETFs 

 Gradual normalization, reducing hype-driven volatility 

 

Crypto is no longer just for early adopters — traditional finance is officially onboard. 
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