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Quantum Readiness: How Investors Are Preparing for the
"Q-Day" Risk for Crypto

Summary

The idea of a "quantum threat” to crypto is moving from theory into long-term
planning. On January 16, 2026, Jefferies highlighted this risk by exiting Bitcoin in
favor of gold for its long-term portfolio.

The concern is not about today’s computers, but future quantum machines that
could weaken current encryption.

While this risk may still be years away, institutions are starting to plan early.
This article explains the issue in simple terms and outlines practical steps for
staying prepared.

What It Means that is extremely strong against classical

. _\ computers, but less certain against
Think of your crypto wallet as a digital sdvanced quantum systems.
vaul. This does not mean wallets are unsafe
Today's computers would need trillions today — it means their long-term
of years to break its lock. security assumptions are changing.

Quantum computers work differently —
they use qubits, which allow them to test
many possibilities at once instead of one

The main exposure lies with older wallets
and reused addresses.

by ong When a transaction is made, the public
This matters because of Shor's key becomes visible on the blockchain.
Algorithm, a mathematical method that Ina future  quantum-capable
could allow a powerful quantum environment, that visibility could create
computer to derive a private key from a risk, which is why institutions like Jefferies
public key. prefer assets without technological

dependencies for long-horizon
Bitcoin currently relies on encryption portfolios.
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Key Takeaway

Quantum Risk Is Long-Term: No
immediate danger, but future
planning has begun

Jefferies Signal: A major bank
reduced Bitcoin exposure over 10-
year security concerns

Encryption Shift; Quantum
computers  challenge  current
cryptographic assumptions

Public Key Exposure: Older and
reused addresses carry higher
theoretical risk

Shor’s Algorithm: The math behind
potential quantum decryption
“Harvest Now" Reality: Data
collected  today could  be
decrypted years later
Post-Quantum Crypto: Quantum-
resistant systems already exist
Gradual Migration: The challenge
is upgrading without disruption
Investor ~ Awareness:  Security
timelines now matter as much as
price

Preparation Over Panic: Early
readiness beats late reaction

Our Take (Outlook 2026) * Speculative

Quantum computing is not about sudden collapse — it's about future resilience.
The Jefferies move reflects institutional thinking: plan early, even if the risk is distant.
In 2026, the conversation is shifting from “Is crypto secure?” to “"How will it upgrade over

time?”

For individual investors, there is no need to panic.

But there s a need to stay informed, avoid outdated practices, and follow network
upgrades closely.

The era of passive security is fading — preparedness is becoming part of investing.
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