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The Billion-Dollar Bridge: Why Your Next Paycheck Might 

Use “Invisible” Crypto Rails 

 
Summary 
 

This week, payments infrastructure company Mesh reached Unicorn status ($1B 

valuation) after raising $75 million in a funding round led by Dragonfly Capital. 

Mesh is not a crypto exchange and does not sell tokens. Instead, it builds behind-

the-scenes payment rails that connect hundreds of wallets, apps, and banks into 

one interoperable network. At the same time, new data from Pebl shows that 

around 15% of global workers now request part of their salary in crypto or 

stablecoins, mainly to avoid delays and international banking fees. Together, 

these signals point to a shift: crypto is increasingly being used as invisible financial 

infrastructure rather than a speculative asset. Money is starting to move more like 

email—fast, cheap, and largely unseen by the end user. 

 
What It Means 
 

Most people assume crypto is complicated 

because of wallets, keys, and networks. 

Mesh removes this friction by acting as a 

connective layer between different crypto 

systems and traditional finance apps. Users 

do not need to understand blockchains; 

they simply send or receive money as usual. 
 

The core problem today is fragmentation. 

Crypto is spread across hundreds of wallets, 

exchanges, and payment apps that don’t 

naturally talk to each other. Mesh solves this 

by standardizing how these systems 

connect, allowing value to move freely 

between them. 

 

For example, a worker can hold Bitcoin or 

stablecoins in one app while an employer 

pays from a completely different system. 

The worker receives value in their preferred 

form, while the employer pays in theirs. 

Currency conversion and settlement 

happen automatically in the background. 
 

This matters most for global payroll. 

Traditional bank wires can take 3–5 days 

and cost $30–$50 per transfer. Using 

modern crypto payment rails, companies 

can pay workers across borders almost 

instantly, often for just a few cents. 
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The Cost of Sending Money: Old vs. New 
 

Payment Method Typical Fee Speed User Experience 

Traditional Bank Wire $30–$50 3–5 days Forms, delays 

Early Crypto Transfers $5–$20 ~10 minutes Wallets & keys 

Mesh “Invisible” Rails Under $0.01 Near-instant Click & send 

 
Key Takeaways 
 

 Mesh reached a $1B valuation, 

signaling strong investor belief in 

crypto infrastructure rather than 

speculation. 

 Crypto payroll demand is rising, with 

~15% of workers now requesting 

digital currency options. 

 Stablecoins dominate usage, 

providing dollar stability with 

internet-level speed. 

 Crypto is becoming invisible, 

embedded inside normal apps 

instead of standalone wallets. 

 Cross-border payments are the 

main use case, where banks remain 

slow and expensive. 

 Interoperability is the real 

breakthrough, allowing different 

systems to work together. 

 Infrastructure companies may 

outperform token projects as crypto 

matures. 

 
Our Take (Outlook 2026) * Speculative 
 

The crypto market is clearly moving from speculation toward utility. Mesh’s rise shows that the 

real value is not in trading coins, but in fixing how money moves globally. Over the next few 

years, most users may not even realize they are using crypto at all—it will simply be the fastest, 

cheapest option underneath familiar payment apps. For businesses and workers alike, invisible 

rails could quietly replace wires, without requiring a full leap into “crypto culture.” 
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